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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As we move into 2009, | would like you to
continue to support the partnership between
home and school that has existed at Piedmont
Middle School for 50 years. Please continue
to support our students’ learning at home and
school by having your child read from one to
four recreational reading books per month.

In addition to reading, please check your
students “Binder Reminder/Homework
Calendars” each day for homework
assignments. Students should have
homework in English, Social Studies, Math
and Science Monday through Thursday. If
you have a question regarding your child’s
success, please contact the teacher.

We are continuing to look for parents to help
with school activities. If you are interested in
the Booster Club, please join us on the
second Wednesday of each month at

7:00 p.m. in our library. If you would like to
help in other ways, please see the following
list of activities and staff contact e-mail
addresses:

AVID

Ms. Jan Carlson-Williams, Room 11
jan.carlson-williams@berryessa.k12.ca.us
GATE

Mr. Rob Curry, Room 20
robert.curry@berryessa.k12.ca.us
Athletics

Ms. Carly Pridham, Portable 2
carly.pridham@berryessa.k12.ca.us
Instrumental Music

Mrs. Susan Chase, Room 36
susan.schadeck-chase@berryessa.k12.ca.us

Vocal Music

Ms. Celeste Galvan, Choir Room
celeste.galvan@berryessa.k12.ca.us

ASB (student leadership ¥ and 8"

Ms. Mary Wiebe
mary.wiebe@berryessa.k12.ca.us

ASB (student leadership & grade)

Ms. Jennifer Maio
jennifer.maio@berryessa.k12.ca.us

Boosters, Mr. Steve Lopez

steve.lopez@berryessa.k12.ca.us

Please read the attached release from the
District regarding the on going State Budget
issue; this crisis affects all of us.

Sincerely,

Principal
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February 10

February 14
February 24

February 26

February 16 thru

February 20

Board of Trustees Meeting,
7:00 pm, 1376 Piedmont Rd.

Valentine's Day

DELAC (District English
Learners Advisory Committee
Meeting) 5:30-7:00 pm. District
Office

Pops Instrumental Music
Concert, 7:00-8:30 pm,
Multi

President’'s Day Holidays
(School not in session) School
resumes February 23.




By Doris Korn-Walker

Piedmont Middle School library, as well as
the Public library, is like a huge treasure
chest, chock-full of books, magazines,
newspapers, computers and more — and it is
all available for free.

Parents as well as caregivers are critically
important in helping children learn to read.
In fact, they are children’s first and best
teachers.

Here are some suggestions to get you started:

s 1. Talk to your children.
I Read to them and with
=3 them.

@ 2. Draw your children’s
attention to print in
the world around them.
You can find print not only in books,
but in product logos, signs, lists and
billboards.

3. Keep books, newspapers, and other
printed materials around the house. Let
them see you reading. This will show
them that you enjoy reading and that you
think it is important.

4. Visit your school and public libraries
regularly. Get a library card. Check out
books.

It is important to find a well written book that
will make your child laugh or one that they
want to know what happens next. Encourage
them to go to the school or public library to
look up answers to their questions in
dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases and
almanacs. There are so many resources.
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Parents and students are invited to come and
meet author, Mr. Art Rodriguez, on February
25" at 8:00 am in Piedmont Middle School
Multi Purpose Room.

Mr. Rodriguez is a writer and author of three
books. His first novel is “East Side Dreams”.
“The Monkey Box” was his second, which is
a biography of his great-grandparents who
lived in Chiapas, Mexico. His newest book,
“Forgotten Memories” is a sequel to “East
Side Dreams”.

Art was born and raised in San Jose,
California. He is a local man with a lot of
experience.

After his presentation Mr. Rodriguez will be
selling his novels at a great price of $10.00
each. He will be paying the tax.

Please come and join us for a great READ!
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Reading is very important to your
() child’s education. The more they

ﬁ read the better they will do in
|\ school and in life. Piedmont
Middle School has put an
emphasis on reading this year and we want
parents to take this opportunity to come to
the Book Fair and experience books with
their children. All are welcome.

The Book Fair will be located in the library.
Keep an eye out for arrows and other signs
pointing you in the right direction.

We hope to see you all there!

The 3rd Annual Piedmont
Middle School Spelling
Bee was held after school
on January 14th in the
Resource Center. The

Q& Language Arts class
bt champions competed in
our school bee to advance to the Bay Area
Spelling Bee.
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Third place winner was Victoria Vu (grade
8), second place winner was Allen Zhu
(grade 7) and the school champion was Nam
Vu (grade 6). We congratulate all our
incredible spellers for participating.

Piedmont 7th and 8th graders can
still sign up for our Piedmont trip

to the nation's capital during

Spring Break. We are still

looking for a few interested
students (Parents welcome to go as well).
For information, contact Piedmont teacher,
Mr. Curry at 408-923-1800 ext 4420 by
February 12th.
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Tune in to Math Mentor and 10

see two of Piedmont math

teachers on T.V.! Math teachers,

Mrs. Jan Carlson-Williams and

Ms. Nancy Johnson, are part of the team of
local math teachers who help students with
math questions weekday afternoons. The two
make appearances on the television show
Math Mentor or help students behind the
scenes in the phone room.

Produced by the Santa Clara County Office
of Education (SCCOE) for the last seven
years, Math Mentor airs daily Monday
through Friday from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on
KMTP Channel 32 The focus of Math
Mentor is to help students of all ages to be
better prepared to pass the California High
School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) required for
high school graduation.

Phone tutoring provided in conjunction with
the show is available from local math
teachers Monday through Friday from 3:30 to
5:00 p.m. Students may cdl08-453-693%br
866-511-62840 get free help. Questions can

also be e-mailed to Math Mentor at
http:/Avww.mathmentor.tvE-mailed
guestions are answered in one of the
broadcasts.

AAMP (Aim and Achieve Q\,@\%
Mentoring Program) is a —X&
no-cost federally funded % C
program through the

Department of Education. Our goal is to
match all youth with a caring, trained adult
mentor (high-school students, college
students, or community members) in
relationships that foster a positive lifestyle.
Mentors can meet students at Piedmont
Middle School or with parent agreement off
campus at various locations (library, park,
mall, etc.) to assist with homework, life

skills, and to have fun! AAMP program
meets Wednesday and Thursday after school

in P3. To sign up or for any questions please
contact: Amie Lee at 271-3900.

Mr. Ausman's Science class grades,
assignments, and quizzes can be found at
http://www.teachersclasses.com
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Piedmont Middle School is
newly enrolled in a program
called S.H.AR.E.S.
(Supporting Humanities Arts \
Recreation Education Sports)y =7
When you shop é&aveMart, =
Lucky’s or Food Max, 3% of
your qualifying purchases will
be given to our school.

There is no extra cost to your purchases —
you pay what you normally would. All you
have to do is have your register clerk swipe



the S.H.A.R.E.S card at checkout, before
payment. Your child will be bringing the

card home. So Easy! Then you pay as you
normally would. There is no cash value or
personal information on the card, so no
worries if it is lost. Anyone can use the card.
Keep the card in your wallet and start using it
right away! If you did not receive a card or
need one for relatives, neighbors, or friends
please contact the following person: (Be sure
to include student’'s name, homeroom and
number of cards.)

Hester Lau-Kim

PMS Booster club, SHARES coordinator
hlaukim@yahoo.conor call 408-923-1945
and leave a message for the Booster Club

Non-qualifying purchasespostage stamps,
all gift cards, ticket master, event tickets sold
through the register, BART & transportation
tickets, money orders and money grams,
lotto, charity icon sales i.e. Shamrocks, fuel,
check cashing fee, senior and liquor
discounts and sales tax.

MAGNET PROGRAMS FOR
8™ GRADERS

There will be a 2009-10 Magnet Program
Information Night on Wednesday, February
25" It will be at Yerba Buena High school,
1855 Lucretia Ave, San Jose at 7:00 pm.
There will be translators for Spanish and
Vietnamese. Call (408)347-5243 for further
information or contact Ms. Kiyomura in the
counseling office at 923-1945.

Ms. Valdez and students

would like to send out a huge
THANK YOU to Mr. Art

Rodriguez, author of East Side
Dreams. He came and spoke to the

class and signed books. Also, thank you tc
Mrs. Aluffi and Mr. and Mrs. Valdez for
donating books to the students and the class
of room 10.

September 2008 — January 2009

Abaga, Marben AJ Tulio
Alvira, Josiah Arce, Monica
Barragan, Sergio Benitez, Abel

Bermudez, Nicole Bracy, Garrett

Callen, Sean Cuellar, Mateo
Dao, Lilian Felix, Mercedes
Gandhi, Yash Gause, Haley
Hernandez, Vanessa Hoang, Eileen
Itiong, Alvin Judy, Jillian

Lam, Biu Le, Vi

Luu, Quynh Malagayo, Zharmae
Matsushima, Marisa Ng, Stephanie
Nguyen, Lina Phan, Claire
Pulido, Victor Sabic, Monika
Stauffer, Andrew Stone, Ruth

Ta, Stephanie Tantay, Khaimyn
Torres, Christian Tran, John
Valencia, Sebastian Vu, Nam
Yoshimoto, Emily Zapien, Angel

The Piedmont Astronomy
Club is open for business.
We meet on Tuesdays after
school in Room 12. During the
meetings we will watch astronomy videos
and also discuss upcoming activities. Each
week, if the weather permits, we will have a
star party (telescope viewing session)
Tuesday evenings using the advisor's
telescopes, school scopes, and any scopes
kids want to bring. Later in the Spring, the
club is also planning to put on star parties for
some of the elementary schools in our area.

Mr. Fuqua, the club advisor, is being trained
right now to be a variable star observer by the
American Association of Variable Star
Observers. Once he is trained, he can help
kids who are interested learn how to do
variable star observations. Variable Star
Observations helps professional astronomers
monitor many interesting stars that they do
not have time to follow closely themselves.



It is a way that someone with modest
equipment can help advance science.
Stellarvue Telescopes in Auburn California
has donated a fine refractor telescope to the
club, although it has not arrived yet. We will
need to find a mount for it when it does
arrive, which will be difficult considering the
current budget situation. The club will have
to do some sort of fundraising.
\“ﬁ Due to the state budget crisis, the
<. school's GATE budget is frozen.
/_/LRLGATE students will continue to

Jf@ receive differentiated

instruction in their regular
classrooms. It is just the after
school programs which will be suspended.

In order for a student to carry and self-
administer emergency prescription
medication, the student must have a Permit to
Take Medication Form and a Permit to Carry
and Self-Administer Medication at School
Form on file in the office. Both forms must

be completed by the student’s authorized
health care provider. Both of these forms
must be renewed at the beginning of each
school year and whenever there is a change in
the student’s medication, or dosage.

GATE

Debido a las crisis del presupuesto, el
presupuesto del programa GATE se ha
congelado. Los estudiantes GATE
continuaran recibiendo instrucciéon

diferenciada en su salones regulares Se
suspenderan uUnicamente los programas que
son después de horas de escuela.

FERIA DEL LIBRO. . . ...

Piedmont tendra la feria del libro del 12 al 20
de marzo. La lectura es muy importante para
la educacion de su nifio. Si leen mas les ira
mejor tanto en la escuela como en la vida. La
escuela Piedmont School ha puesto énfasis
en la lectura este afio y deseamos que los
padres tomen esta oportunidad para que
aprovechen la feria para disfrutar de libros
con sus nifios. Todos estan bienvenidos.

PERMISO PARA
MEDICAMENTOS

TOMAR

Los estudiantes que traen medicamentos para
tomar en la escuela deben de tener el permiso
para tomar medicamento y el formulario de la
escuela. Los dos papeles deben de ser
llenados por el personal médico autorizado
que le provee servicios. Estos dos
formularios deben de ser renovados al
principio de cada afio escolar o cuando haya
un cambio de la dosis o el medicamento.

GATE

Do s kh ng hong v ngan sach @ tiu
bang, ngdn sacha h i GATEc atr ngs
ng ng cung cp. Cac hc sinh ca hi
GATE s ti ptc nhn ch ing trinh ging
d y khac nhau trong cacp h c chinh ca
cac em. Chcac ch ngtrinhsaugih cs
b t m hoan.

H iCH SACH......
sp ntiPiedmontt ngay 12 n ngay 20
thang ba. Vic ¢ sach rt quan trng cho s

hcvncaconemquyvCang c sach
nhi u,cd&cemcangtmtrintth n tr ng
h ¢ va trong cuc sng. Nm nay tr ng
Piedmont & nhn mnh vic ¢ sé&ch va
chung t6i mong mun quy v ph huynh nhan
¢c hinay n Hi Ch Séch cung tham
guan sach i con em quy v Ttc u
cmi on.



S CHOPHEPDUNGTHU C

h ¢ sinh ¢ phép mang theo va dung
nh ng lo i thu c ¢ a bac scho trong tr ng
h pkhncp,cacemphco nChoPhép
U ng Thuc (Permit to Take Medication
Form) va n Cho Phép Mang va TQu n
Ly Thuc Tr ng (Permit to Carry and
Self-Administer Medication at School Form)
trongh s tiv nphongtr ng.C hai n

phi c indong icothmaquynchm
sé6csckh'echocacem.Chai nnay u
ph i clamlim#i $Sunmhcmiva

b t k%khi nao c6 s thay &i v loithu c
hocli ul ngthucdungcacacem.
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Monday, Feb 16 at 10:30 am

Special Storytime:

Celebrate the

Presidents!

Join us this morning for a special storytime
event celebrating contributions of our
Presidents throughout our history as a
country.

Friday, February 20" at 7:00 pm
Young Readers

You and Your Child

Book Club

Our You and Your Child Book Club is

perfect for parents and children ages 8 and up

to read and discuss books together. This
month we will discuss The Tale of
Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo.

Saturday, February 21 at 3:30 pm

Science Fair Project

Afternoon Workshop!

Does your school have a science project that
is due? Still looking for ideas? Then join us
as Barnes & Noble (Eastridge) in partnership
with A Schmahl Science Workshop, presents
a special workshop on science projects and
how to do them. Everyone is welcome!

Thursday, February 26 at 7:00 pm
Reading/Signing
Inheriting the Trade

Barnes & Noble Eastridge is pleased to
welcome author Thomas DeWolf, writer of
Inheriting the Trade, a book that examines
one family coming to terms with their
ancestors' role in the slave trade. Join us for
this special event as we celebrate
African-American Heritage Month.

Friday, February 27 at 7:00 pm
Special Guest

Friday Night Storytime

With Pancake Pig

Attention all parents and kids! Join us for a
special Friday night storytime, featuring a
visit from Pancake Pig. Parents, don't forget
to bring your cameras.

Saturday, March 7 at 3:30 pm
Reading/Signing
Stopping Identity Theft

Identity theft is one of the fastest growing
crimes in the United States. Join author Scott
Mitic as he outlines simple ways to keep your
identity secure.













